coroners and juries. Even within the medical profession, there was disagreement whether medical knowledge should come from a practitioner acquainted with the victim during life or from a specialist who knew only the dead body. As Burney shows through an ingenious discussion of the tools of post-mortem examination, the more sophisticated and specialized the medical intervention became, the more it tended to bypass the lay jury, while a less sophisticated approach could seem superfluous. And to many, medicine was hardly neutral: there was worry about doctor-coroners seeking to increase their incomes by performing unnecessary inquests or seeking to satisfy their curiosity in postmortems. In most respects, the popular tribunal of the inquest did succumb to expertise. Major towns built facilities for the conduct of post-mortems and employed specialist pathologists who carried out their examinations away from public view. It became unnecessary for the jury even to view the body. Ironically, by the end of the period, the surgical theatre, a medical institution, had replaced the prison and the workhouse as a key site of vulnerability, a place where death required public explanation. Deaths under anaesthesia were the great concern. The inquest would represent the interests of the anaesthetized patient, who (undergoing surgery in a nonpublic space) was in no position to exert his or her will; it served equally as an essential means of public vindication of those who had carried out the surgery. This is an important book, deserving to be read by historians of politics and of the state as well as of medicine. It should stimulate research, for there is much still to be done on the activities of coroners, the political uses of inquests, and the changing political and jurisprudential role of expertise in the development of the modern state. Whiteside, 1999, pp. 155, illus., $18.95 (hardback 1-55041-183-7) .
What do Rudolf Virchow, Ernesto "Che" Guevara, and the Physician Signers of the Declaration of Independence have in common with the Nova Scotian, Charles Tupper (1821-1915)? All were doctors who found an accord between medicine and politics and chose to enter the public life. More successful than most, Tupper became prime minister of Canada. Yet, only a handful of Canadians has ever heard of him; fewer still know that he was a medic. And, as this new biography shows, Tupper witnessed more defining moments in the history of his country than did the fictional American hero, Forrest Gump. Despite Tupper's elevated place in the nation's history, we have few biographies, and most were written soon after his death.
After brief apprenticeships with local doctors, Tupper went to Edinburgh for medical studies, completing his training in 1843. Deeply impressed by his Scottish teachers, he retained a special fondness for J Y Simpson. Back in Nova Scotia, he began a busy general practice in the countryside of his birth. He married and his family grew despite several sad losses over the next decade and a half. In 1852, Tupper was invited to introduce a political figure at a Conservative party meeting. His flair for oratory astounded the speaker as much as his audience. In that memorable debut, he first crossed swords with his long-time, Maritime rival, Joseph Howe, a Liberal party stalwart known for zealous antiCatholic, anti-French, anti-Canada rhetoric. Adept at speaking for hours without notes, Tupper preached unity, tolerance, and moderation, but he often turned a blind eye to the creeping control of business.
Using a wide range of sources, including the published works, archival material, and Tupper family recollections, the husband and wife team of Jock and Janet Murray have written a lively, accessible account of Tupper's political and medical life. The Murrays are well qualified for the task: both Nova Scotians; she a writer, journalist, and philanthropist; he a distinguished neurologist, historian of medicine, and former Dean of the Dalhousie medical school in Halifax (housed in the Tupper building).
First elected in 1855 (defeating Howe), Tupper soon became involved in the major events of his time: the Confederation of Canada, Manitoba unrest, the building of the Railway, the founding of the Canadian Medical Association, which he served as its first president for three consecutive terms. The nation's first prime minister, John A Macdonald, relied heavily on Tupper for support in the plan to unite British North America, but they had a falling out over
